[Clinical aspects of tracheopathia osteoplastica].
Tracheopathia osteoplastica is a rare condition of the tracheobronchial tree characterized by the formation of multiple osseous or cartilaginous submucosal nodules which protrude into the lumen. Clinical features, pathological-anatomical, and radiological findings are described and discussed on the basis of three recent cases and a literature review.Two female patients (age 56 and 62 years) and one male (age 44 years) presented with recurrent tracheobronchitis, a "difficult intubation" at the time of an emergency situation requiring tracheostomy. The diagnosis was confirmed by tracheoscopy. CT scans showed radiodense nodular thickening of the tracheal wall compromising the lumen in all patients, whereas plain chest radiography revealed scalloped linear calcification in only one case. Histologically the nodules consisted of lamellar-type bone covered by normal mucosa. None of the patients needed therapeutic measures as there was no impairment of ventilatory function. The long-term observations (>15 years) of a few authors suggest that the disease is of benign course and does not deteriorate.